Bridgwater Bay to Bideford Bay Shoreline Management Plan
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This stretch of coastline is almost entirely undeveloped and all falls within the administrative area
of Exmoor National Park. The majority of the open coast is owned by the National Trust, with the
only significant break being between Woody Bay and Lynmouth. Lynmouth and Lynton together
form the only significant settlement in the unit, with the town extending to the edge of the
shoreline.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT (Vol 2, Part 1)
Geology and geomorphology

The cliffs throughout this length of coastline are much harder and more resistant against erosion

. than those further west. Consequently the supply of beach building material from this source is
limited. Two rivers, the Heddon and the Lyn, reach the sea at Heddons Mouth and Lynmouth
respectively. The presence of the delta at Lynmouth indicates the potential for coarse material to
be brought down the valley to the shoreline, although the provenance of this remains uncertain.
The frequency of this occurring is, however, low and cannot therefore be seen as a regular
significant input of material to the foreshore.

The geological composition of the shoreline in the area does not provide any significant amount
of fine material to this area.

Hydrodynamics and littoral processes

The mean spring tidal range here ranges from 8.4 metres at Combe Martin to 8.7 metres at
Lynmouth, with extreme water levels reaching approximately +6.1mOD. Extreme unbroken
nearshore wave heights along this length of coastline are of the order of 7.0 to 8.0 metres with
greatest exposure from directions bearing 255 deg to 315 deg. Wave energy indicates a high
easterly potential movement of any coarse sediment, though transport movements are probably
limited to within pocket beaches or bays. Nearshore current speeds are up to approximately 1.2
metres/second. There is a strong east to west potential transport of finer material along this

. stretch of coast, although only minor amounts of such material are present and currents are too
strong for deposition near the shore. It is probable that there is a net offshore movement of
material.

Predicted future shoreline evolution

While generally stable, some erosion of the cliffs does occur. Overall rates of retreat are not
expected to exceed 10 metres over the next 50 years except at Holdstone Down where rates may
increase to 0.5 to 1.0 metres/year. These rates are not likely to present any defence prablems
except at Lynmouth where there is a need to maintain a defence to protect against erosion and
flooding of properties.

Objectives (Coastal Defence Related in Bold)

Coastal Processes
. Seek to allow present coastal processes to continue (1)
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Coastal Defence
. Maintain the harbour arms and the causeway on the Western Foreshore of
Lynmouth (2a)
. Comply with general Core Objectives set (2b,3)
. Seek to adopt the overriding aim to conserve the natural beauty of Exmoor
National Park should any “built” coastal defence structure be proposed
. Seek to redress the deterioration of “low water facilities” (causeway and sewer

pipe) at Lynmouth

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION (VOL 2, PART 2)

Almost all of the coastiine between Combe Martin and Foreland Point is of high ecological interest
and has been designated SSSI. This area comes within the Exmoor National Park boundary,
which gives the nature conservation interests of the area additional protection. The Coastal
Heaths SSSI contains extensive areas of heathland communities which are rare in Britain or
confined largely to south west England and south Wales. At the coastline important habitats occur
including woodland and scrub, acidic and maritime grassland, with a wide range of nationally rare
and scarce plants. West Exmoor Coast and Woods SSSI consists of a 9km stretch of the Exmoor
coast and coastal valleys which support important areas of ancient sessile oak woodland,
maritime plant communities, a rich bird population and an outstanding coastal flichen flora in the
Valley of Rocks.

Sites of national geological importance in this area include Hollowbrook, Crock Point, the Valley
of Rocks, and Myrtleberry Cleave. This area is also of considerable importance for its Pleistocene
geomorphotogy. There are also three County Geological Sites, all located close to Lynmouth. The
Exmoor landscape is recognized as an area of great landscape value, and as such has been
designated a National Park. This north facing coastline is dominated by rugged cliff scenery, with
a series of headlands and bays. As well as being a National Park the area is also part of Exmoor
Heritage Coast. There are five sites of national archaeological importance in this area, although
none are likely to be affected by coastal erosion.

Objectives (Coastal Defence Related in Bold)

Ecology
. Seek to maintain the extent of cliff top coastal heathland and ancient
woodland (4a,5a)
. Investigate the potential to allow landward progression of the cliff top habitats

Geological Conservation
. Maintain the important geological interest of the area by aillowing natural
erosion processes to continue (4b,5b)

Landscape
. Preserve the present day landscape quality of Exmoor National Park (6).
. Adopt the policies and statements set out in the Exmoor National Park Plan

concerning the landscape
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Archaeology
. Seek to preserve Contisbury Castle, east of Lynmouth should naturat
erosion processes continue to threaten its integrity (7a)

DEVELOPED ENVIRONMENT (VOL 2, PART 3)

The coastline between Combe Martin and Foreland Point is in Exmoor National Park and contains
very dramatic scenery. Immediately adjacent to the shore the land is predominantly undeveloped
with some agricultural land east of Combe Martin and west from Highlever Point. The Valley of
the Rocks is a dramatic rock-strewn valley that runs almost parallel with the coast and is
dominated by several rock structures including Castle Rock and Ragged Jack. Walkers can
admire this landscape from the South West Coast Path which passes through the valley east to
Lynton, and accommodation is provided in the Lee Abbey Hotel.

Lynton is a lively hill-top town that grew up in the heyday of 19™ Century holiday making. It has
splendid views across the Bristol Channel to Wales and a cliff raitway that links the town with
Lynmouth, an exceptionally beautiful fishing village. With the exception of the tiny village at
Countisbury, the land east of Lynmouth to Foreland Point is undeveloped.

Objectives (Coastal Defence Related in Boid)

Built Environment / Land Use Planning

. Comply with the policies and statements set out in the Exmoor National
Park Plan (8)

. Seek to protect the car park, commercial assets and highway at Lynmouth
(9a)

. Maintain the planning policy that only permits further development at Lynton and
Lynmouth within the existing village frameworks.

. Seek to preserve the character of Lynton and Lynmouth as Conservation
Areas (7b).

Econormy / Commerce
. Seek to ensure that any coastal defence strategy should naot be to the detriment

of the local economy in any way (ie: impact on local fishing, reduce aesthetic
quality of the area for locals and tourists etc)

Tourism
. Support sustainable tourism developments at Woody Bay, Lynton and Lynmouth.
. Seek to promote those aspects of tourism which draw on the special character
of the coast and most benefit the local community
Recreation / Amenity
. Seek to maintain the South West Coast Path and assess the loss of access
to beaches in the area (10b)
. Use the existing Tarka Trail to set standards for future management of coastal
recreation activities in the area.
. Maintain access ways to the seafront at Lynmouth (10a)
. Only encourage those informal recreational activities which require and respect

the special nature of the landscape and wildlife in the area
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IMPLEMENTATION LENGTHS
This Management Unit has been subdivided into 3 implementation lengths as follows:

LYNM 1 - Combe Martin to Lynmouth
Area has consistent topography and land use with limited shoreline development

LYNM 2 - Lynmouth
This Area has commercial, recreational and residential assets at Lynmouth

LYNM 3 - Lynmouth to Foreland Point
Area has consistent topography and land use with limited shoreline development

Assessment of the coastal defence strategic options appropriate to each of these
implementation lengths can be found at the back of this Management Unit Statement.
Details of the preferred strategy, and how this complies with the shoreline management
objectives, are summarised on the following pages.
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COMPLIANCE WITH SHORELINE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

nplementation. Liengths and
“*Preférred Strategies

Allow natural processes to continue (1) v 2 v
Maintain harbour arms and causeway on western
foreshore of Lynmouth {2a) nfa v na
Long-term Sustainability (2b) v 4 v
No adverse impacts on adjacent lengths (3) v v V4
Maintain important cliff top habitats (4a,5a) Pxd n/a X4
Maintain important geological interest of area (4b,5b) v n/a v
Preserve landscape quality of Exmoor National Park v v v
()
Preserve Contisbury Castle should it become
threatened (7a) n/a n/a &
Preserve character of Lynton and Lynmouth
Conservation Areas (7b) n/a v n/a
Consider existing non-/statutory planning (8) v 4 v
Protect car park, commercial assets and highway at
Lynmouth (9) n/a v nia
Maintain seafront access at Lynmouth (10a) n/a v nfa
Maintain South West Coast Path (10b) X4 v P4

v Complies with objective

X Conflicts with objective

& Conflicts with objective, but without detrimental effect (see synthesis)

o Compliance dependant upon further studies or observations

nla Objective is not relevant to the local Implementation Length

(1a)  Management Unit Objective number (derived from Core Objectives)
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